


Matthew 21:1-11

Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and 
came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then 

Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them,



Matthew 21:1-11

“Go into the village in front of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a 

colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 



Matthew 21:1-11
3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 
‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them 

at once.”



Matthew 21:1-11
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the 

prophet, saying, 5 “Say to the daughter of Zion,
‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, 
and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal 

of a beast of burden.’”



Matthew 21:1-11
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed 
them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt and 

put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them.



Matthew 21:1-11
8 Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the 
road, and others cut branches from the trees 

and spread them on the road.



Matthew 21:1-11
9 And the crowds that went before him and that 
followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the 
Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”



Matthew 21:1-11
10 And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city 
was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 11 And the 

crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from 
Nazareth of Galilee.”





“A Covenant Commitment”





Nehemiah 9:38, 10:28-39
38 “In view of all this, we are making a binding 

agreement, putting it in writing, and our 
leaders, our Levites and our priests are 

affixing their seals to it.”



Nehemiah 9:38, 10:28-39
28 “The rest of the people—priests, Levites, 

gatekeepers, musicians, temple servants and all 
who separated themselves from the neighboring 

peoples for the sake of the Law of God,



Nehemiah 9:38, 10:28-39

together with their wives and all their sons 
and daughters who are able to understand—

29 all these now join their fellow Israelites 
the nobles, 



Nehemiah 9:38, 10:28-39

and bind themselves with a curse and an oath 
to follow the Law of God given through 

Moses the servant of God and to obey carefully 
all the commands, regulations and decrees 

of the Lord our Lord.



Nehemiah 9:38, 10:28-39
30 “We promise not to give our daughters in 

marriage to the peoples around us or take their 
daughters for our sons.



Nehemiah 9:38, 10:28-39
31 “When the neighboring peoples bring 

merchandise or grain to sell on the Sabbath, 
we will not buy from them on the Sabbath or 

on any holy day. 



Nehemiah 9:38, 10:28-39

Every seventh year we will forgo 
working the land and will cancel all debts.



Nehemiah 9:38, 10:28-39
32 “We assume the responsibility for carrying out 

the commands to give a third of a shekel each 
year for the service of the house of our God: 



Nehemiah 9:38, 10:28-39
33 for the bread set out on the table; for the 

regular grain offerings and burnt offerings; for 
the offerings on the Sabbaths, at the New Moon 

feasts and at the appointed festivals; 



Nehemiah 9:38, 10:28-39

for the holy offerings; for sin offerings to make 
atonement for Israel; and for all the duties 

of the house of our God.



Nehemiah 9:38, 10:28-39
34 “We—the priests, the Levites and the people—

have cast lots to determine when each of our 
families is to bring to the house of our God at set 
times each year a contribution of wood to burn 

on the altar of the Lord our God, 
as it is written in the Law.



Nehemiah 9:38, 10:28-39
35 “We also assume responsibility for bringing to 
the house of the Lord each year the firstfruits of 

our crops and of every fruit tree.



Nehemiah 9:38, 10:28-39
36 “As it is also written in the Law, we will bring 

the firstborn of our sons and of our cattle, of our 
herds and of our flocks to the house of our God, 

to the priests ministering there.



Nehemiah 9:38, 10:28-39
37 “Moreover, we will bring to the storerooms 

of the house of our God, to the priests, 
the first of our ground meal, of our grain 
offerings, of the fruit of all our trees and 

of our new wine and olive oil. 



Nehemiah 9:38, 10:28-39

And we will bring a tithe of our crops to the 
Levites, for it is the Levites who collect the tithes 

in all the towns where we work. 



Nehemiah 9:38, 10:28-39
38 A priest descended from Aaron is to 

accompany the Levites when they receive the 
tithes, and the Levites are to bring a tenth of the 

tithes up to the house of our God, to the 
storerooms of the treasury. 



Nehemiah 9:38, 10:28-39
39 The people of Israel, including the Levites, 

are to bring their contributions of grain, 
new wine and olive oil to the storerooms,



Nehemiah 9:38, 10:28-39

where the articles for the sanctuary and for 
the ministering priests, the gatekeepers 

and the musicians are also kept.



Nehemiah 9:38, 10:28-39

“We will not neglect the house of our God.”









Nehemiah 9:38

“In view of all this, we are making a binding 
agreement, putting it in writing, and our 
leaders, our Levites and our priests are 

affixing their seals to it.”





1. Their Motivation



1. Am I doing this to please God or to 
please people?
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2. If no one ever finds out what I’m 
doing, would I still do it?



1. Am I doing this to please God or to 
please people?

2. If no one ever finds out what I’m 
doing, would I still do it?

3. Do I measure my success or failure 
based on my faithfulness, or by 
how I compare to others?
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“A Covenant Commitment” – Pastor Steve Durand


