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Mark 10:1-12
1 Jesus then left that place and went into 

the region of Judea and across the Jordan. 
Again crowds of people came to him, 

and as was his custom, he taught them.



Mark 10:1-12
2 Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, 

“Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”
3 “What did Moses command you?” he replied.



Mark 10:1-12
4 They said, “Moses permitted a man to write 
a certificate of divorce and send her away.”



Mark 10:1-12
5 “It was because your hearts were hard 

that Moses wrote you this law,” Jesus replied. 
6 “But at the beginning of creation God 

‘made them male and female.’



Mark 10:1-12
7 ‘For this reason a man will leave his father 

and mother and be united to his wife, 
8 and the two will become one flesh.’



Mark 10:1-12
So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 

9 Therefore what God has joined together, 
let no one separate.”



Mark 10:1-12
10 When they were in the house again, the disciples 

asked Jesus about this. 11 He answered, 
“Anyone who divorces his wife and marries 

another woman commits adultery against her. 



Mark 10:1-12
12 And if she divorces her husband and marries 

another man, she commits adultery.”





What is Jesus doing 
in this passage?

1. Acknowledging that there is 
brokenness around this issue



Mark 10:7-8a
7 ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and 
mother and be united to his wife, 8 and the two 

will become one flesh.’
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What is Jesus doing 
in this passage?

1. Acknowledging that there is 
brokenness around this issue
• Adultery (Matt. 5:32; Mark 19:9)
• Abandonment (1 Cor. 7:15)
• Abuse (Eph. 5:21-33)





What is Jesus doing 
in this passage?

2. Pointing out root issues



Deuteronomy 24:1
If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing 
to him because he finds something indecent about 
her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, gives 

it to her and sends her from his house…





What is Jesus doing 
in this passage?

3. Affirming God’s ideal & 
intention for marriage



Ephesians 5:31-32
31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and 

mother and be united to his wife, and the two will 
become one flesh.” 32 This is a profound mystery—

but I am talking about Christ and the church.





What is Jesus doing 
in this passage?

4. Reminding us that marriage 
is a crucible for discipleship
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